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SUMMARY OF
FINDINGS

Cheapest Pack of Cigarettes Sold

$1.25

Average Price of Newport Menthol

$7.67

Percentage of Retailers with Cigarillos
for less than $1

77%

Number of Self-Service Displays for
Smokeless Tobacco

0

Cheapest Pre-Filled E-Cigarette

$3.99

E-Cigarettes placed near youth-
appealing items (toys, candy, gum)

9%

STORE AUDITS
2021

The Erie County Health Department
(ECHD) completed store audits on 31
different tobacco retailers within Erie
County during April, 2021. 

The main barrier to completing these
audits was COVID-19 and the
surrounding regulations, which
caused them to be completed later
in the year than usual. 

The overarching goal of completing
store audits is to reduce the
accessibility and availability of
tobacco products to youth within
Erie County, and to decrease youth
tobacco initiation. Nationally, the
average age for a new smoker is 13
years old, and it is a very difficult
task to quit using tobacco products.

If you are ready to quit using
tobacco, call the Ohio Tobacco Quit
Line at 1-800-Quit-Now for
confidential, judgement-free help
and access to free cessation
medication.

Report by Jalicia Ruttino
Public Health Educator 1
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INTRODUCTION

ADVERTISING AND
SIGNAGE

In April of 2021, the Erie County Health
Department (ECHD) conducted tobacco store
audits in the city of Sandusky. These audits
were conducted to retrieve data about local
tobacco retailers. Information collected related
to store prices, advertising, product availability,
and signage. By collecting this data, ECHD will
be able to advocate for decreased youth
accessibility and availability of tobacco
products. 

ECHD was provided with a random sample of
Tobacco Retailers to audit from the Ohio
Department of Health. ECHD intended to
complete 40 store audits, and 31 were
successfully completed. Those that were not
completed were due changes in normal
operating hours, closures, or business types.

Proper age signage was present in
100% of retailers. Over half (67%) of
these retailers had tobacco
advertisements displayed within
three feet of the ground. Along with
this, 55% of these retailers had more
than 50% of the store
doors/windows covered with
tobacco advertisements. The chart
to the left shows the amount of
stores that advertised for various
tobacco products using outdoor
space or on doors and windows.
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The cheapest
pack of cigarettes
sold in stores was
$1.25

CIGARETTES

Cigarettes were sold in 87% of all audited
retailers. The cheapest pack of cigarettes sold 
 in stores was $1.25, and the average price of a
pack of Newport menthol cigarettes was $7.67.
There were price promotions on menthol
cigarettes in 54% of the stores that carried
them, and on traditional cigarettes in 52%.
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Cigarillos were
available for less
than $1 at 77% of
retailers.

CIGARILLOS AND
CIGARS

Cigarillos were sold in 81% of audited retailers,
and of the retailers that carried cigarillos, 96%
sold flavored cigarillos. 16% of retailers had
them available in a self-service display, and 6%
had placed them within 12 inches of toys,
candy, or gum.

Large cigars were sold in 22% of retailers, and
6% carried menthol flavored cigars. These were
the least advertised and least visible tobacco
product. 6% of the retailers had these products
placed within 12 inches of toys, candy, or gum.
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One retailer had
smokeless
tobacco in a self-
service display

SMOKELESS TOBACCO

Smokeless tobacco was sold in 64% of retailers,
and every store that carried smokeless tobacco
carried a variety of flavors. This came in many
forms such as chew, snuff, and pouches. There
were no retailers that had smokeless tobacco
placed within 12 inches of toys, candy, or gum.
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22% of retailers
had a price
promotion on
JUUL products

E-CIGARETTES/VAPES
AND E-LIQUIDS

E-Cigarettes or Vapes were sold in 74% of
retailers. Menthol flavored e-cigarettes were
sold in 71% of retailers, and other flavors were
sold in 61%. E-cigarettes were the product most
often placed near youth-appealing items such
as toys, candy, or gum at 9%.

32% of these retailers had JUUL device starter
kits advertised to cost $4.99. The average cost
of a disposable Blu menthol e-cigarette was
$7.99

The cheapest e-liquid that was sold was $3.99
for a disposable e-cigarette, and the average
price of a two-pack of menthol JUUL pods was
$9.99.
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COMPLIANCE CHECKS

Prior to completing store audits, ECHD and an
18-year-old confidential informant completed
compliance checks on 40 Erie County Tobacco
Retailers.   

The 18-year-old informant provided their actual
identification to store clerks, and answered
questions about their age and date of birth
truthfully when asked. At least three store
clerks overrode their store’s automated age
verification system to sell tobacco products to
the informant. This system requires store clerks
to scan a customer’s ID before completing a
tobacco sale and automatically notifies the
clerk if the customer is underage. 
  
A total of 77.5% of the stores were found to be
in compliance with the law, a decrease from
2020 when the retail compliance rate was 89%.
All of the retail locations checked will receive a
letter informing them if their business passed or
failed the compliance check. 

None of the retailers were cited by law
enforcement, but all future tobacco
compliance checks will be conducted in
partnership with local law enforcement and
those found in violation will be charged for
violating Ohio’s Tobacco 21 law. 
  

The data from these audits will be
shared with the Ohio Department of
Health, Tobacco Action Coalition
Members, and posted to our
coalition page for the general
community.

This report will inform decisions
during the 2021-2022 Tobacco
Prevention and Cessation grant year.

A new point of sale policy that
addresses youth initiation, access,
and availability will be identified and
pursued within Erie County.

NEXT STEPS


