
Beginning in the 1920s, cigarette companies started to heavily advertise

towards women. Most of these campaigns were focused towards weight loss

and femininity. Companies created slimmer packaging to fit into purses,

added brighter, more feminine colors and images to packaging, and their ad

campaigns featured young attractive women with claims of weight control.

The Tobacco Industry also took advantage of the women's rights movement -

going so far as to call cigarettes "torches of freedom" for women.

 

Women who smoke have a higher risk of getting heart disease, higher risk of

dying from COPD, and also face more issues when it comes to reproductive

health such as decreased fertility and premature menopause. Women who

smoke or have smoked also have higher-risk of premature births when

pregnant than those who never smoked.

 

WOMEN'S
HISTORY MONTH

The Tobacco Industry has targeted Women.

M A R C H  2 0 2 1  |  I S S U E  2

Ugly History with Big Tobacco

Are you or a loved one ready to quit?

Over 18: Call 1-800-Quit-Now

Under 18: Text "Start my Quit" to 36072

 



E-cigarette companies have exploited the COVID-19 crisis and used it as a way to

market their harmful and addictive products around the world. Because vaping

companies are not held to the same standard that was introduced by the Public

Health Cigarette Smoking Act of 1969, they are able to advertise their products on

social media, TV, and the radio, rather than purely Point of Sale advertising that

cigarette companies are limited to.

Some of the tactics that have been used that specifically exploit the COVID-19

crisis are free mask giveaways, COVID-19 themed discounts (get 19% off e-liquids

by using code COVID-19), unproven health claims, and waived ID validation when

ordering online.

A Stanford study published on August 11, 2020 found that young people who

vaped were between 5 to 7 times more likely to be infected with COVID-19 than

those who did not use e-cigarettes.

A YEAR IN REVIEW
How the Vaping Industry Exploited the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Pandemic Declared 3/11/2020

Are you or a loved one ready to quit?

Over 18: Call 1-800-Quit-Now

Under 18: Text "Start my Quit" to 36072

 


